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By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge 
What started out as an introduction to 
a series about undocumented workers de-
veloped into a debate on the economic and 
social complexities of immigrants in the 
United States Monday evening. 
Jonathan Coit, a graduate assistant in 
the College of Student Affairs ,  was the 
presenter for the event. 
He said prior to the 1880s, immigration 
was not restr icted within the U.S.,  but 
in the 1890s it was based on racial con-
structs to preserve what was considered the 
“American race.”
Coit said the racial composition of the 
U.S. began to change in a way Caucasians 
did not like during that time frame. 
An est imated 40 percent  of  undocu-
mented immigrants come to the U.S. be-
cause of what is called “overstaying,” which 
occurs when someone enters another coun-
try legally with a Visa and stays past its ex-
piration.
Coit said a misconception about immi-
gration is that people only immigrate to 
the U.S. 
He a l so sa id Caucas ians  are  normal-
ly not asked to show proof of citizenship. 
When someone asks for their “papers,” it 
has a racial connotation, Coit said. 
Among some of the most common rea-
sons people immigrate to the U.S. are a se-
ries of push and pull factors, consisting of 
wanting to escape poverty, fear, disasters 
and unemployment, as well as finding safe-
ty, opportunity, stability and freedom. 
Coit said despite stereotypes,  undoc-
umented immigrants  have  contr ibuted 
much to American society. For example, 
Julissa Arce was a highly educated wom-
an from Mexico who worked for Goldman 
Sachs and eventually became vice president 
in 2011, but because she was undocument-
ed, she could not go on foreign trips for 
fear of having to stay. 
“They’re people who work, who are suc-
cessful and who are adding a lot,” Coit 
said. 
However, Logan Burgett, a Charleston 
resident, disagreed with Coit’s belief that 
Arce’s accomplishments should be celebrat-
ed. 
Burgett said he worries undocument-
ed workers may be given amnesty and vote 
for the Democratic Party, which he said is 
against the “native” population.
Burgett said his definition of the nation’s 
“native population” is the Caucasian-Amer-
ican majority.  
“It’s bad for the majority of the coun-
try—they don’t vote and they don’t assim-
ilate,” Burgett said. 
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
The Illinois Senate is considering legislation that 
would make students repay half or all of their MAP 
Grants depending on length to graduation; mean-
while, a bill was filed in the House that would require 
a 3.0 high school GPA or an 18 ACT score for MAP 
eligibility. 
Sen. Bill Brady (R-Bloomington), who proposed 
Senate Bill 1565 regarding MAP Grant repayments, 
also proposed an amendment to that bill including 
plans to transition all public universities to private in 
the next six years. 
The amendment includes separate provisions for 
Eastern as well as University of Illinois, Southern Illi-
nois University, Chicago State University, Governors 
State University, Illinois State University, Northeast-
ern Illinois University, Northern Illinois University and 
Western Illinois University.
The amendment states that each university’s board 
of trustees would have to devise a plan to slowly relin-
quish its authority and appoint a governing board to 
replace itself. If approved, the transition would begin 
July 1. It would also mean the Illinois Board of High-
er Education would no longer have authority over the 
universities. 
SB 1565 would amend the Higher Education Stu-
dent Assistance Act so that grant recipients who grad-
uate in four years or less must repay half the amount 
they received, and those who do not graduate in that 
time would have to repay the entire amount over a 10-
year period.
Additionally, students would have to take at least 
15 credit hours to receive grants, and they would be 
relieved of one-eighth of their payments for each year 
they live in Illinois after graduation. The bill is sched-
uled for a Higher Education Committee hearing at 3 
p.m. Tuesday.
House Bill 3974, proposed by Rep. Reggie Phillips 
(R-Charleston), would also amend the Higher Educa-
tion Student Assistance Act to include the academic re-
quirements for MAP eligibility.
It is scheduled for a Higher Education Committee 
hearing at 4 p.m. Wednesday.
Carol Waldmann, the interim director of financial 
aid, said she is concerned that HB 3974 would limit 
many students’ opportunities to attend college.
“It bothers me that they are doing this because 
there’s an awful lot of students who are good students 
and are going to excel in college that don’t have a 3.0 
GPA coming out of high school or an ACT score of 
18,” Waldmann said.
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PAGE 8
PURPLE ACES PREVAIL
The Charleston Community Theatre will 
explore familial conflicts and sibling rivalry 
when they perform the play “Daddy’s 
Dyin’:Who’s Got the Will?”
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By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
Faculty senate will be looking to respond to 
a letter from the Council on Academic Affairs 
during its meeting Tuesday.
The letter comes from the council’s sub-
committee on general education in response 
to the senate’s proposal to amend Article 13 of 
the Faculty Senate constitution. Faculty Sen-
ate Chair Grant Sterling said Article 13 states if 
someone were to bring a petition forward signed 
by at least 20 percent of the faculty calling for a 
referendum, Faculty Senate must hold the refer-
endum.
“Some people, including the authors of the let-
ter, interpret this to mean that Faculty Senate is 
forbidden to call for a faculty referendum without 
such a petition,” Sterling said. “ Others, including 
myself, think that Faculty Senate has the right to 
consult faculty about their opinions at any time, 
without any such petition.”
The letter from the council said the reason they 
are opposed to the proposed revisions is because 
they believe this move to be without a type of 
provision and is an overreach of power.
The proposal amendment to Article 13 came 
after the senate tried to bring forward three reso-
lutions to be included on the ballot.
“At the last meeting, I brought forward three 
resolutions to (be) considered for inclusion on the 
ballot,” Sterling said. “Those resolutions were ta-
bled because the dispute arose about whether 
such a referendum was allowed.”
Sterling said if it is agreed the senate does not 
have the power to do so, the resolution would be 
withdrawn, although a proposal will be made to 
amend the Constitution to give them such power.
The letter from the council addressed a ques-
tion raised by one of the senators during the last 
faculty senate meeting about the council being 
uncomfortable with the proposed resolutions.
The letter stated the council was not uncom-
fortable with what they are doing because they do 
not operate in the shadows; the work they are do-
ing is for the well being of the students, and the 
council is the one who gives recommendations to 
the president to changes to the curriculum.
The letter also said the article helps protect 
Eastern’s democratic process, and provides a way 
to deal with these concerns with due diligence.
Faculty senate will meet at 2 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Booth Library Conference Room.
Luis Martinez can be reached at 
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
Faculty 
Senate  
to respond 
to CAA letter
General Assembly considers making state bodies private 
FAMILY MATTERS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, page 5 
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Jon Coit discusses the use of freight trains as a means for undocumented immigrants to enter the United States during his presentation Mon-
day in the Phipps Lecture Hall in the Physical Science Building.
IMMIGRATION, page 5 
Session on immigration sparks debate
WANTED
REWARD
  $100 for 1st place
Participants for the 
3rd Annual Salvation Army Talent Show
Contact for entry: Rachel Pender
         ropender@eiu.edu
       (708) 528 9238
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Eastern students will perform 
music for fellow students and fac-
ulty to raise money for a scholar-
ship campaign that aims toward 
music majors.
Eastern’s Wind Symphony and 
friends will be performing 7:30 
p.m. Friday at the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center in the Dvorak Concert 
Hall to raise money for the Early 
Boyd Concert Band Scholarship 
Campaign.
Al ic ia  Nea l ,  the  d i rec tor  o f 
bands, said the funds raised will di-
rectly benefit students in the mu-
sic program.
“Everything we are doing at this 
concert is to raise scholarship mon-
ey for Eastern music students,” 
Neal said. “Every dime from ticket 
sales goes directly toward the cam-
paign fund.”
Dan Crews, director of patron 
services in Doudna, said the con-
cert will feature various works by 
the well known American compos-
er and pianist George Gershwin. 
He said Gershwin was one of the 
most significant American song-
writers in the 20th century.  
“His melodies are widely known 
for popular stage and screen, as 
well as classical and jazz composi-
tions,” Crews said.  
There will also be a performance 
by Jonathan Bowman, a music pro-
fessor and a piano instructor.
 Neal said Bowman will put on a 
great performance.
 “When the audience hears Dr. 
Bowman’s performance they are 
going to be blown away,” she said.
“Jonathan is a graduate of the 
Eastman School of Music and he 
is a bril l iant pianist.  For those 
who haven’t heard him play, they 
shouldn’t miss this concert,” she 
said.
People who attend will also see 
a performance by guest and for-
mer Eastern College of Arts and 
Humanities Associate Dean, vocal-
ist Patty Poulter, play the Gersh-
win sing “Someone to Watch Over 
Me.”
Crews said the performance will 
also feature a medley of songs by 
Robert Russell Bennett, who was 
the principle arranger for many of 
Gershwin’s Broadway Shows.
Tickets for the Gershwin Gala 
Concert are $12 for general au-
dience members, $10 for seniors, 
and $5 for students. Tickets can be 
purchased at the Doudna ticket of-
fice or online at their website.
Stephanie White can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
Super fans in the stands 
Wind symphony to raise scholarship funds 
Pick up tomorrow’s edition of The Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Members of Blue Crew cheer during the men's basketball game against the Evansville Purple Aces Tuesday in Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost 83-68. 
"When the audience 
hears Dr. Bowman's 
performance they 
are going to be 
blown away." 
-Alicia  Neal,  direc tor  of 
bands
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Advertising
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Corrections 
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its 
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds, 
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected 
as promptly as possible. Please report any factual er-
ror you find to Editor-in-Chief Bob Galuski at 581-2812. 
Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News 
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visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
Get social with The Daily Eastern News
The Daily Eastern News
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dailyeasternnews
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com
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Direct Service Personnel to assist individiuals with developmental 
disabilities with daily living skills & individual training goals in group 
homes & day training programs in Charleson and/or Mattoon.
FT & PT flexible shifts available during early AMs, evenings, & over-
nights; must be available weekends and holidays. Some positions 
available M-F days, occasional weekends/holidays. FT positions eligible 
for insurance benefits.
Must be 18 years old w/ HS diploma/GED. Requires successful 
completion of criminal background check. Requires valid driver’s license 
with satisfactory driving record.
Apply in person at CTF - 521 7th St., or 6081 Development Dr., Chas.
CTF is a not-for-profit, Illinois-based organization providing 
support and services to individuals with developmental disabilities. 
                                          www.ctfillinois.org   E.O.E.
NOW HIRING
Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
     Southwestern Pottery and Weavings and Undergraduate all-student exhibits on display
Central Illinois Feminist Film Festival: Short Film Submissions | 3:30 - 7 PM
     Theme for this year’s festival is “Coming of Age Sexuality;” Coleman Hall Auditorium
Cover Letters 101 | 4 - 5 PM
     Learn how to communicate why you are a match for the job; call 581-2412 for reservations
       
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
    March 24, 2015 What’s Happening at EIU?
Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor|@DEN_News
The Charleston Community Theatre 
will explore familial conflicts and sib-
ling rivalry when they perform the play 
“Daddy’s Dyin’:Who’s Got the Will?” 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7:30 
p.m. in the Tarble Arts Center.
Director Richard G. Jones, Jr. said 
the play is about a family whose pa-
triarch has had a stroke, and is subse-
quently in poor health.
His children all come home and re-
unite to help take care of things and 
spend time with him.
“The play is about all the fami-
ly dynamics that happen,” Jones said. 
“There’s a lot of conflict sibling rivalry.”
The siblings rival each other for con-
trol over their father’s will.
“A lot of times, when someone in 
the family is dying, there’s some conflict 
over how to divide assets, like the inher-
itance,” Jones said. “The characters have 
history together as brothers and sisters.”
This history the characters have leads 
to a lot of past problems being let out 
through their reunion. 
Jones said he decided to pick the play 
for the Charleston Community Theater 
to perform after seeing it 18 years ago.
“The production stuck with me as a 
play that I like,” he said. 
The southern element of the play, 
which is set in Texas, also stood out to 
him.
“I’m from the South so I love to 
watch plays set in the South,” Jones 
said. 
Jones said while the play is not too 
southern, the different cultural aspects 
of the South are present in the play.
“It’s part of the play’s dynamic,” 
Jones said. “It’s part of the dialects they 
speak into the food they eat, to refer-
ences to music and television.”
The actors and cast all worked to get 
into character for the show.
“They refer to each other by their 
character names, we all talk in a pro-
nounced southern accent before the 
show starts, and in rehearsal,” Jones 
said.
It was not hard for the cast to adapt 
to the southern elements of the play, 
as many of them already knew how to 
speak with a southern dialect.
“We practiced as we rehearsed,” 
Jones said.
This is Jones’ second time directing a 
play for the CCT. His first time he di-
rected the play “The Foreigner,” which 
is also set in the South.
“The CCT does a variety of shows, 
and it’s typical to do a comedy each se-
mester,” he said. 
Jones said “Daddy’s Dyin’: Who’s 
Got the Will?” is more of a dark com-
edy.
“It definitely  has some dark ele-
ments- it deals with death,” he said. 
The play is one many people will be 
able to relate to, he said.
“Anyone is going to be able to see 
some of their own family relationships 
in the characters,” Jones said.
Everyone in the play is an experi-
enced actor, and Jones said he helped 
him or her with the comedic parts of 
the play.
“Comedy is difficult  because of tim-
ing, they have to have good timing to 
make the joke come out for the audi-
ence,” Jones said.
Jones said the biggest challenge he 
had as director was helping the cast 
figure out where the jokes started and 
where the punch line ended.
“I just want to make sure they get ev-
ery laugh they can,” Jones said.
Making sure the laughs and emotion 
of the play gets through to the audience 
is important to Jones. 
“That’s my goal, to make sure the au-
dience feels emotions, and the audience 
gets that entertainment,” Jones said. 
“The play’s over two hours long, it’s a 
great escape to just go and laugh and be 
entertained.”
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu
CCT to perform dark comedy about family
SUBMIT TED PHOTO 
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor @BertoHodge 
Eastern’s office of student disabilities 
and Illowa Ahead will host a presenta-
tion about Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) at 9:30 a.m. April 17. 
Jan Weiss, the Illowa Ahead president, 
will be using clips from the sitcom “The 
Big Bang Theory” to discuss the charac-
teristics of the show’s Sheldon Cooper, 
who presents similarities to ASD. 
ASD is a group of developmental dis-
abilities that can cause significant social, 
communication and behavioral challeng-
es, according to the Center for Disease 
Control website. 
Kathryn Waggoner, the director of 
student disability services, said Weiss will 
be sharing information about how each 
clip from the show relates to individu-
als with ASD and how this disability im-
pacts them in the educational setting. 
Waggoner said during and after the 
presentation, Weiss will be facilitating 
an inclusive conversation for the first 
part of the event. She said for the sec-
ond part, Gail Richard, the interim di-
rector of Eastern’s autism center, will dis-
cuss what it is like to transition to college 
with ASD. 
“It is important to recognize that go-
ing to college is a major change for any 
individual,” Waggoner said, “For stu-
dents with ASD it is especially difficult, 
students with ASD rely on routine.” 
Abbey Lesko-Youngberg, the assistant 
director of the student disability services, 
said those with the disability can experi-
ence a challenge in the change of a daily 
routine when coming to college. 
Lesko-Younberg said those who have 
ASD do not read social cues as well, 
which can cause anxiety. She said people 
with this disability need to have a lot of 
downtime to regroup and recharge. 
“These students have been used to a 
daily routine of living at home and at-
tending a high school where everyone 
tends to be familiar with who they are,” 
Waggoner said. 
Waggoner said attending college 
changes their routine and that is when 
it is important to have support systems 
to ensure they achieve academic success. 
She said the stigma of these students hav-
ing this disability could sometimes bur-
den them from receiving help. 
“Often they want to be seen as nor-
mal,” Waggoner said.  
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Group to 
discuss 
autism 
and TV 
program
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor|@DEN_News
The Coles County Chorus will per-
form its 20th annual Lenten Benefit 
Concert at 4 p.m. on Sunday at the 
First Baptist Church in Mattoon.
Doug Finkbiner, vice president of 
marketing for the Coles County Cho-
rus, said the concert is for Lent, the 
Christian period of worship that be-
gins on Ash Wednesday and ends 40 
days later with Easter.
The concert will consist of all reli-
gious music.
“We will attempt to tell the story of 
the life of Jesus,” he said. 
The chorus will start with songs that 
are about Jesus’ birth, including some 
Christmas songs. 
The first song they will sing is 
“Mary Did You Know,” which is typ-
ically sung during Christmas.
“The songs will trace the beginning 
of his life in song, and end with a song 
called ‘Holy City,’ which is about Jeru-
salem,” Finkbiner said. 
There is no charge for admission, 
but there will be a voluntary offering 
audience members can give that will 
go to nearby food pantries and home-
less shelters.
“It will be a freewill offering,” Fink-
biner said. “The homeless shelters and 
food pantries are mostly in the Coles 
County area.”
At the last Lenten concert, the cho-
rus raised more $2,000 for the differ-
ent charities, and has consistently done 
so in previous years.
Finkbiner said the Coles County 
Chorus said they raised money at the 
concerts because they wanted to do 
something for people in need. 
“This way we had the chance to sing 
songs that we love, and that people 
love,” Finkbiner said.
Last year, the concert was canceled 
due to icy weather.
“We had to reschedule, so the 
crowd went down,” Finkbiner said.
Singers in the Coles County Chorus 
come from 16 different places, from 
Newtown where Finkbiner is from, to 
Champaign. At the concert, they will 
have men singing in their barbershop 
quartets from the ages of 18 to 80.
The choruses will have four of their 
quartets performing, with a few of the 
chorus members also playing the pia-
no for certain songs. These quartets are 
Ringtime, Sentimental Journey, High-
way 16 Four and Tinnitus.
Twenty-five women will join the 
men for four songs.
Finkbiner said they rehearsed in 
the same way as they normally do, by 
practicing the songs first then perform-
ing.
A children’s ensemble will also be 
performing the song “Jesus Loves Me.”
Cassie Buchman can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Local chorus to perform Lenten concert
Eastern along with other universities in the 
state each year find it more difficult to scrap 
by with the little state support they are given.
Worries continue to surface about having 
enough money to make it to the next year. 
Now especially, it feels Illinois state univer-
sities are trying to keep their head above wa-
ter with the limited budget funds they have at 
their disposal. 
Much of the budgetary problems and issues 
facing other state universities like Eastern stem 
from the insufficient funds the state provides 
the school. 
These problems have led the universities to 
move drastic measures to make up the costs of 
running their institutions without much help 
the state, acting much like a private institu-
tion would. 
They end up having to boost tuition costs 
slowly reaching a point when they defeat the 
purpose of their existence, to provide an af-
fordable and accessible education to those 
within the state.
On top of the normal lack of state appro-
priations, Gov. Bruce Rauner’s proposed 31.5 
percent cut to higher education is just anoth-
er possible boulder looming over the heads 
of universities deciding what to do with the 
money they are given. 
March 12, the Illinois General Assembly 
appropriations committees heard testimonies 
from the state schools basically pleading for no 
cuts to their already thin budgets.  
Our state institutions, especially Eastern, 
should not have to beg for the money they 
have earned and should be promised. 
If the proposed budget cut were enacted. 
Eastern would have to reduce the personnel 
budget by $12 million, which means 250 uni-
versity employees losing their jobs. 
Similar testimonies were given during these 
hearings, painting other horrible scenes de-
scribing what would result if budgets were to 
be slashed this much. 
It is an embarrassment how underappreci-
ated and underfunded our institutions are. Il-
linois’ higher education should not have such 
difficulty acquiring funds in order to teach our 
state’s and even other states’ youth to eventual-
ly get careers in their respective fields. 
Eastern should not have to beg for mon-
ey. The university has more than once been 
ranked or been given honors in one way or an-
other, illustrating the school’s potential and 
importance.
Study Abroad was recently ranked 14th out 
of the 50 best study abroad programs accord-
ing to the Best College Reviews website. We 
are also ranked fourth regionally according to 
the U.S. News & World Report.
Eastern has more than once earned recogni-
tion for the good work done on and off cam-
pus. Even though the state has a shortage of 
money flowing in, higher education should be 
one of the last things to be on the chopping 
block. 
My best friend and I curled up on my 
sofa this spring break and did some seri-
ous binge watching on Netflix. 
After devouring some cheesy vampire 
flick, we stumbled upon this seemingly 
strange show called “Unbreakable Kim-
my Schmidt” starring Ellie Kemper from 
“The Office.”
Now, both my friend and I loved 
Kemper’s character, Erin, in that show. 
So we decided to give this quirky lit-
tle comedy a shot. I shrugged over at her 
and pressed play. 
After the first episode, we were 
hooked. We were about 5 episodes in 
before we had to part way and continued 
our marathon commentary via text. 
I instantly fell in love with Kimmy’s 
innocent and tenacious character—she 
is essentially an unbreakable figure who 
believes that human beings can tolerate 
just about anything for exactly ten sec-
onds. 
Therefore, when those ten seconds are 
up, one should count ten more seconds 
after that, and after that, and so on. 
(Actually, that probably isn’t Kimmy’s 
silliest idea yet throughout the show). 
This show, despite some of its absurd 
humor that can at times be a bit dis-
tracting, pokes fun at our society by 
introducing Kimmy and her friends as 
newborns to our “electronica music and 
selfie” generation. 
Kimmy Schmidt was locked away in 
a bunker for 15 years by a religious cult 
led by a lunatic, charlatan reverend who 
made the four women believe that the 
apocalypse had finally occurred. 
Kimmy and her friends are bulldozed 
by culture shock once they are rescued 
from the bunker and immersed into a 
new world. A world filled with many 
pop culture language and references, liv-
ing with gay men and adjusting to their 
newfound fame. 
The theme song itself is a reflection 
of our pop culture. The man singing is a 
vehement bystander who shares his opin-
ion on what Kimmy and her friends are 
now called “The Mole Women.” 
The show breaks out in song with 
trilling choir vocals laced with autotune 
filter. 
The bystander sounds much like the 
YouTube viral video stars who have been 
churned into either a swinging country 
or hip hop beat along with autotune—
and boom. A new hit single.
On many levels, the show examines 
the way in which our society tends to 
repress family dysfunction and relies on 
solely material things. 
We grow with Kimmy and her friends, 
watching how they become accustomed 
to leading normal, modern lives. It is a 
lighthearted comedy, and I absolutely 
adore it. 
Margore Clemente is a journalism major.
 She  can be reached at 581-2812 
or denopinions@gmail.com
4 TheDailyEastErnnEwsW W W. D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O MOPINIONS
Marge Clemente
‘Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt,’ Netflix binge
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Decisions, decisions...
Waiting 
impatiently for 
the summer
and working 
hard towards it
STAFF EDITORIAL
It has already been 11 weeks since the 
spring semester began, and it feels like 
that time just flew by.
Nine weeks of classes have already 
passed by, and spring break came and 
ended so fast.
It is now week 10 of school and there 
is only six weeks of classes and one week 
of finals standing in the way of summer 
break.
The time after spring break is usually 
the time where students start to lose focus 
on school after getting a short glimpse of 
what summer break.
But now is not the time to start los-
ing focus.
This is the time where students should 
put forth their best effort into their 
school work to finish the semester strong.
We have all worked hard over the past 
nine weeks, and the end is almost here.
With hard work comes reward, and 
many students are ready for a long break 
by the time spring comes around.
Who can blame them? The snow is 
finally gone, temperatures start to rise, 
the days start to get longer, and the list 
goes on from there.
But there is still so much to be done 
in the short amount of time left in the 
semester. 
There is still so much homework to 
be done, papers to be written, midterms 
to be taken, and so much studying to be 
done for finals.
Even with summer around the corner, 
remember that summer and a long break 
is the reward for working hard all semes-
ter.
If there is a class you have fallen 
behind in, now is the time to work your 
hardest to catch up.
Start studying for your next exam as 
soon as you can to be as prepared as pos-
sible.
Continue to work hard for the last six 
weeks of classes to finish with the best 
GPA you possibly can.
There may be a bit of stress in the 
coming weeks, but just think, in two 
months’ time, you will have been on 
break for a full week already and some of 
will be graduates of EIU.
The last part of the semester is always 
the hardest for any student, but like I 
have already repeated many times, the 
end is in sight.  
Good luck to everyone in the final 
third of classes left for the semester and 
be sure to stay focused after spring break.
Just keep telling yourself if you are 
stressing out about school that summer 
break is only less than two months away.
Chris Picazo is a journalism major and can be 
reached a t 581-2812 
or denopinions@gmail.com
Chris Picazo
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Nice 1-5 Bedroom Homes Conveniently Located 
Close to Campus   
Call or text us at 217-345-4001
Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com
Rates Starting at
$275/month
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
916 Woodlawn Dr.(south 9th st) 
www.youngstowncharleston.com 
Prices Reduced!  Big Units!  Great Views!    
Great Location near Campus! South end of 9th Street in the Woods 
STUDIO, 1, 2,3 BEDROOM APTS AND TOWNHOUSES! 
PRIVATE DECKS! 
FULLY FURNISHED! 
FULL OR QUEEN BEDS! 
FREE TRASH & PARKING!  
MANY WITH WASHER&DRYER IN UNIT! 
3 ONSITE LAUNDRY FACILITIES! 
 
217-345-2363 to schedule your personal showing! 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net  
LIKE us on Facebook @ Youngstown Apartments 
Deposit Special! 
SIGN BY      
March 13th 
$150/person Any 
size unit! 
The Daily Eastern News 
is your local source for 
all things EIU!
Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!
Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816 
By Luis Martinez 
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
During the past Faculty Senate meeting, 
there was a proposal asking the senate to sup-
port a campaign to create a large number of 
academic scholarships. The scholarships will 
available to students in any major.
The campaign is tentatively titled “EIU 
Community Commitment to Excellence 
Scholarships.”
Recipients of the scholarships would be 
awarded $2,000 for the renewable scholarship. 
The scholarship would be similar to the EIU 
Challenge to Excellence Award, which is fund-
ed based upon appropriated funds. 
Funds are awarded through a process comb-
ing an applicant’s GPA and ACT scores in or-
der to rank them accordingly. The minimum 
GPA and ACT score in order to apply for the 
Challenge to Excellence Award is 3.0 and 21, 
respectively.
For the proposed new scholarships, the pro-
cess would only slightly be modified, raising 
the minimum ACT scores from 21 to 22.
The goal of the Community Commitment 
to Excellence scholarships to create a large 
number of scholarships, ranging from 20 to 
50, in order to attract major donors, giving 
them an option to donate either through the 
endowment or through a cash in and cash out 
fund. 
The cash in and cash out fund would help 
provide an early start to the program, while the 
endowment fund would help the program in 
the long-term. 
There is a committee created to help coordi-
nate the fundraising efforts, and the next steps 
are to include the following: obtaining support 
for many campus organizations as possible; re-
cruiting department representatives in order to 
solicit contributions from colleagues in order 
to start the initial scholarship; raise $25,000 
in order to help create a separate account for 
the scholarships; obtain a small contribution 
in order to impress contributors about the se-
riousness of the commitment; and look for do-
nors who can make a larger contribution to 
the scholarships.
Political science professor Andrew McNitt 
brought the proposal to the senate. 
McNitt was not available for further com-
ment.
Luis Martinez can be 
 reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
New academic scholarships proposed
» IMMIGRATION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
President Bill Perry said he saw many issues with 
adding these new standards possibly required for those 
seeking MAP Grant support. He said it would disad-
vantage access to many students who might need the 
funds to attend college. 
“Every university could have some issues with this,” 
Perry said. “I know we have just a few students on 
MAP (who) would not be able to get the MAP Grant 
under that.”
The state and universities need to be seeking more 
accessibility instead of less, and the bill might hinder 
that, he said.
Phillips could not be reached for comment about 
the bill.
Regarding SB 1565, Waldmann said MAP Grants 
would essentially become grant-loans similar to Feder-
al Teach Grants that become loans if recipients do not 
teach in the state after graduation.
“A loan is a loan is a loan is what I’m seeing, and 
I’m not liking that,” Waldmann said. “I would rather 
see them cut back the maximum amount of the MAP 
Grant and leave the loan part of it away, just get rid 
of that, because the concept is to save money for the 
state.”
She said she foresees problems with students not 
having flexibility in their class schedules or possibly 
turning down the grants and attending college in oth-
er states.
Eastern currently has 2,460 students receiving 
MAP Grants totaling nearly $8.7 million. Students 
can receive the grants for up to 135 credit hours, and 
students with zero expected family contribution re-
ceive $4,720 per year.
Waldmann predicted that a student with full eligi-
bility would have $9,440 to pay back to the state after 
graduation if the bill is passed.
According to a press release, SB 1565 seeks to re-
duce the costs of attaining a degree, encourage gradu-
ates to live in the state, and increase competition with 
out-of-state universities. 
“Attending a pubic university in Illinois is expen-
sive, and Illinois high school students are leaving the 
state in favor of out-of-state colleges at a high rate,” 
Brady said in the release. “For Illinois to thrive in the 
long term, it cannot keep losing great students to more 
attractive out-of-state universities.”
According to the release, the money now appropri-
ated to public universities would instead be transferred 
to eligible students in the form of grants once the six-
year transition to becoming private universities takes 
place.
The release also states that the bill seeks to lease the 
state’s assets like university buildings to the universities 
themselves, giving the universities more control of day-
to-day operations. 
Perry said making current public universities non-
public would create a lot of issues. 
“All those (tuition) rates at privates generally are 
roughly two to three times what they are at Eastern,” 
Perry said. “It would be a huge blow to affordability.”
He said this would also limit access to higher ed-
ucation. 
“I don’t support the bill, and I think it is a move in 
the wrong direction,” Perry said. 
“It is an unprecedented move, certainly in Illi-
nois.” 
Jarad Jarmon contributed to this article.
Stephanie Markham can be reached at 
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
MISSA BOR AH|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Logan Burgett, a resident of Charleston, argues with Jon Coit during his presentation regarding undocumented immigrants Mon-
day in the Phipps Lecture Hall in the Physical Science Building.
» GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Burgett’s theories aroused strong emo-
tions from those participating in the dis-
cussion, which resulted in many heated de-
bates on subjects of race, affirmative ac-
tion and whether or not the presence im-
migrants have is a threat to the American 
nation. 
Many responded to Burgett’s views by 
saying the United States is a country root-
ed in immigration, and suggested Bur-
gett may  technically be considered an im-
migrant himself. Attendees added that al-
though immigration is based in racial bias, 
one group’s intolerance of another race 
should not determine whether an individu-
al is allowed to immigrate. 
Roberto Hodge can be 
 reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
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Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
1 person from $350-440 
2 persons from $290/person 
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
www.dailyeasternnews.com
    
Like us on Facebook and Twitter!
read. share. connect
Check out our new website, 
www.dailyeasternnews.com 
under the 
classifieds section
for more listings
Want to see more
real estate ads?
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
For rent
For rent
Sublessors
For rentHelp wanted
Millennium Apartments- $325 per 
month plus utilities. Available now un-
til July. 
217-519-2769
__________________________3/27
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. One unit 
left. 
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
__________________________3/25
Properties available on 7th St.  5 or 6 
BR Houses, Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts. 
Most utilities paid on apts. 
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________3/25
For Rent Fall 2015.  2 - 4 BR houses.  2 
blocks from campus, W/D, dishwash-
er, great parking, and nice yard.  
Call or text (217) 276-7003.
__________________________3/27
CONVENIENT LOCATION! 
4 BR 2 1/2 BA House near Lantz, 1528 
Division. Dishwasher, W/D, patio, cov-
ered carport. 
815-514-7558
__________________________3/27
BOWERS RENTALS - Nice 1-5 BR 
Homes 
Great locations!  Very reasonable 
rates!  
Call or text 217-345-4001.  
eiuliving.com
__________________________3/27
2 bedroom furnished apartments, 
quiet, near campus, all utilities and in-
ternet included, no pets. 
549-2615
__________________________3/30
2 BR/2 BATH APARTMENT - W/D, 
PARKING.  1026 EDGAR DR.  $245/PER-
SON.  
549-4074, 348-5032.
__________________________3/31
4 bedroom 2 bath apts.  Across form 
Lance, Cable/Internet included, Fully 
furnished.  $395 a month. $100 sign 
on bonus. (217) 345-3353
__________________________3/31
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath house North 
of Greek court, Cable/Internet includ-
ed, Fully furnished. $365 a month. 
$100 sign on bonus  (217) 345-3353
__________________________3/31
South Campus Suites 2 Bedroom 1 
Bath Townhouses available for Fall 
2015. Fully furnished All Inclusive 
Price $475! Call us today for your 
apartment showing. 
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT(7368). 
unique-properties.net
__________________________3/31
Call us to see how to save $550 off 
your lease! 
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com 
MelroseOnFourth.com 
Furnished, Washer & Dryer, Balcony, 
Walk-In Closets, Free Tanning, 24 hr 
Fitness Rooms.  Roommate Matching 
Available. 217-345-5515.
__________________________3/31
Very Spacious 5 Bedroom House 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for 
15-16!  Great Location, All-Inclusive 
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-RENT (7368) 
www.unique-properties.net.
__________________________3/31
2 Bedroom houses, 3 blocks from EIU, 
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease.  
Call 217-549-7031.
__________________________3/31
 You deserve to live in a nice home 
with nice landlords.  Leasing for Fall 
2015.  2-5 bedroom homes, in-
cludes all appliances and garbage. 
Walk to campus.  Pet friendly.  
Call or text 217-649-6508. 
www.keslerodle.com 
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK. 
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block 
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Real-
tor. 
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31
3 great locations & sizes/prices to fit 
your needs.  217-348-1479 
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
~BEST DEAL IN TOWN~  2 bd/1.5 ba 
$595/mo TOTAL 2 peo/unit.  Trash/
parking incl.  1509 2nd.  
217-348-1479.  
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and gar-
bage included. $250/person. 
232-4312
___________________________4/3
2015 School year: 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
6 Bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1, 6 total 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1906 11th, $275 each.  Large 
yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.  
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275each.  A/C, 
W/D, off-street parking.  
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
Over 20 years experience. 
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3 
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS 
FROM CAMPUS. CALL 217-493-7559. 
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances, 
water & trash pd. 217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BED-
ROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS.  REFIN-
ISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY 
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTER-
NET INCLUDED IN RENT!  RIGHT BE-
HIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A 
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!  
217-493-7559.  
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR 
APTS. as low as $285/person. All ap-
pliances, some with dishwasher, W/D, 
or garage. Trash pd., some with water 
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU. Carlyle 
Apartments 
348-7746
 www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt., 
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, micro-
wave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd. 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle 
Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 - 
348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER 
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE. 
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments. Great locations. 
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom, 
recently remodeled, free 50" LCD TV 
included, one month free rent. 
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4
Bartenders needed at The Place in 
Ashmore, Illinois. Weekends required. 
Call 349-8613. Inquire within Monday 
through Friday 9-5.
___________________________4/3
STEPHANIE WHITE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Students study together after spring break in the Casey Room from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union as a part of the Black Student Union “Crunch Time” program going on Mondays and Thursdays until April 30.                              
Study break
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By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball team heads into 
Wednesday’s home game at Coaches Stadium 
against Southern Illinois Carbondale on a 17-
game losing streak. 
Ohio Valley Conference opponent Jack-
sonville State recently swept the Panthers in a 
3-game series.
After losing game one 6-4, the Panthers fell 
in the final two games, 5-4 and 4-2. 
Wednesday marks the first home game for 
the Panthers, where they had a record of 9-8-
1 last season.
Eastern has not won a game all season and 
will be looking for its first win against a strug-
gling Southern Illinois team.
The Salukis have a record of 3-19 on the sea-
son and were just swept by Wichita State in a 
3-game series. 
Southern Illinois has a team batting average 
at .233 and has struck out 140 times this season 
in 22 games.  The Salukis are averaging just few-
er than three runs a game. 
The Salukis are led by sophomore catcher 
Jake Hand, who is hitting .278 this season. He 
has 22 hits in 79 at-bats, including two doubles 
and eight runs scored. 
Saluki red-shirt senior pitcher Aaron Hauge 
leads the team with a 2.41 earned run aver-
age and has a 2-2 record. Hauge has started six 
games this season, pitched 37.1 innings and 
struck out 34 batters. 
Freshman infielder Greg Lambert is second 
on the team with a batting average of .273. 
Lambert has 21 hits in 77 appearances and one 
home run on the season. 
The Salukis have a team ERA of 6.76 and has 
allowed 156 runs this season. 
The Panthers had a rough past week, after be-
ing swept by Memphis, they lost a game to na-
tionally-ranked Mississippi State. 
Red-shirt junior Demetre Taylor led the team 
with a .500 batting average during the week. He 
also drove in five runs and leads the team with a 
.331 average over the course of the season. 
Taylor ranks 18th nationally in triples per 
game.
Junior pitcher Jake Johansmeier allowed just 
three runs over seven innings in the series finale 
against Jacksonville State. 
Christian Slazinik will get the start on the 
mound on Tuesday. He is 0-3 on the season 
with a 16.36 era.  
The Panthers are hitting just .185 as a team 
through 17 games this season. Eastern has 
struck out 144 times and has walked only 44 
times. 
Senior third baseman Brant Valach is hitting 
.268 with three homeruns and nine RBIs this 
season. 
GASBARRO OUT 4-6 WEEKS
Junior infielder Mitch Gasbarro was hit on 
the wrist while trying to bunt. Eastern coach 
Jimmy Schmitz said Gasbarro will be out 4-6 
weeks with a fractured wrist.
Schmitz also said he plans to replace Gasbar-
ro with a mix of freshman Cale Hennermann, 
senior Dane Sauer and sophomore Marshaw 
Taylor. 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 
By  Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter|@BobReynoldsDEN
After a week-long spring break, Eastern 
men’s tennis seems to have finally found a way 
to pull out some victories after starting the sea-
son 1-8.
Over the break, the squad went 2-2, which 
included their first conference win at Tennes-
see State. The Panthers won easily with a 5-1 
victory.
Eastern moved on to Southern Illinois later 
that week and fell 5-2 to the Salukis from Car-
bondale in a game that was originally supposed 
to take place back in February. 
The loss gave their non-conference record 
a scary 2-9 overall record. After their split 
against Austin Peay and Murray State, the Pan-
thers now sit at 3-10 overall.
Though their record may look bad, coach 
Eric Stark still has plenty of faith that the team 
will make the OVC tournament and continue 
to grow as a team in the six matches remain-
ing.
Three of their six matches remaining are at 
home at the Darling Courts. 
After their most recent match against Mur-
ray State, Stark said they know every match 
ahead is going to be tough. 
“We know going into every conference 
match, it is going to be a war,” Stark said.
Players like junior Robert Skolik, junior 
Ryan Henderson and freshman Preston Toulia-
tos have stepped up their game, mostly in sin-
gles matches. 
Skolik has won six straight singles matches 
with wins against Toledo, Chicago State, Ten-
nessee State, Southern Illinois-Carbondale, 
Austin Peay and Murray State. All the wins 
have never needed a tiebreaker.
“Rob is one of the hardest working kids I’ve 
seen.  He has come a long way from his fresh-
man year and is playing some of his best tennis 
right now.  I think he will only continue to get 
better this year and next,” Stark said. 
Skolik said there have been multiple reasons 
for his successes this season. 
“I’m playing with the most confidence I’ve 
ever had. I put some long, hard days in the off-
season with the hope I would be feeling this 
way come conference time and it’s finally start-
ing to pay off,” Skolik. “I think my fitness 
along with experience has really contributed to 
this streak,” he said. 
The Panthers need at least four conference 
wins to make the OVC Tournament which 
means Eastern has five tries to get four more 
wins.
The squad goes for conference win No. 3 
on Wednesday at 12 p.m. in Edwardsville for 
a matchup against Southern Illinois-Edwards-
ville.   
 
Cody Delmendo can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
cddelmendo@eiu.edu. 
Men’s Tennis team showing good signs
FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior pitcher Matt Borens, pitches the ball during the Eastern men’s baseball game against Indiana University- Purdue Unversity Fort Wayne on March 21, 2014.
Panthers host Salukis for first home game
“We know going into 
every conference match 
it’s going to be a war.” 
Eric  S tark,  men’s  tennis 
coach
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: FINAL: #EIU falls to Evansville 83-67. Panthers season is over.
Women’s tennis team 
continues to be victorious
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter|@Den Sports
The Eastern softball team split a double-head-
er with Morehead State Monday in Morehead, 
Ky. 
The Panthers dropped the first game by a 
score of 4-3 on a late comeback by the Eagles, 
but the Panthers had a comeback of their own to 
end up winning 8-2. 
In game one, the Panthers got on the board 
first scoring three runs in the top of the fourth 
inning.  The Panthers were able to score their 
runs off errors in the field by Morehead State.
Junior Katie Watson reached on an error and 
senior Bailey O’Dell scored. Watson went 1-2 in 
the game. 
Fellow junior Kylie Bennett also reached on 
an error causing Watson and freshman Taylor 
Monahan to score. 
Freshman Michelle Rogers was on the mound 
for the Panthers but would take the loss. 
Rogers went six innings, giving up six runs on 
nine hits. She struck out one batter in her six in-
nings of work. 
The Eagles got on the board first in the sec-
ond game scoring two runs in the fourth inning.
The Panthers answered with three of their 
own in the top of the sixth to take a 3-2 lead. 
Sophomore Amber Toenyes started the scor-
ing in the sixth driving in O’Dell and fellow se-
nior Hannah Cole.
Freshman Tori Johnson came in to pinch run 
for Toenyes and would score the game winning 
run for the Panthers off of a single by sopho-
more Hannah Rachor. 
Three runs is all the Panthers needed to secure 
the victory, but they added five more insurance 
runs in the top of the seventh.
The inning was started with a double from 
Markowski, and Bennett was walked on four 
pitches.
O’Dell came up next and hit a 3-run home-
run, giving her eight on the year. 
The scoring continued with Hannah Rachor 
driving in two more runs to give her three in 
the game. 
Freshman Jessica Wireman was on the mound 
for the Panthers and got the win. 
Wireman went all seven innings improving 
her record to 4-8 on the year. She let up two 
runs on five hits and struck out three Eagle Bat-
ters. 
The win improves the Panthers season record 
to 8-15 and 3-4 in conference play.
The comeback-win also gives the Panthers ex-
tra confidence heading into next weekend’s first 
home games Markowski said. 
“I actually think that was a really good win,” 
Markowski said. “It definitely boosted our con-
fidence. We are all hyped now and ready to take 
on Murray.” 
Markowski added that the win shows that 
they play as a team, family and they can beat 
anyone.  
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
smhastings@eiu.edu. 
Softball splits wins with 
Morehead State University
By Jehad Abbed
Assistant Sports Editor | @Jehada
Junior center Egidijus Mockevicius led the 
University of Evansville men’s basketball team to 
an 83-68 win over Eastern Monday in the sec-
ond round of the CIT at Lantz Arena.
Mockevicius finished the game with 21 points 
and a game-high 16 rebounds while shooting 
7-of-12 from the field. He averages 12.2 points 
per game and 9.8 rebounds on the season.
Junior guard D.J. Balentine led all scorers 
with 22 points on 50 percent shooting includ-
ing 4-of-7 from three-point range. 
“You don’t want to shoot a lot of shots to 
get a lot of points,” Balentine said. “My biggest 
thing is I always like to shoot less shots to get 
more points.”
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said the Pan-
thers have been good against the offenses they 
typically see, leading the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence in points allowed per game.
He said guarding the Aces’ motion offense 
and a player like Balentine leads to a “long day.” 
Senior guard Dylan Chatman compared Balen-
tine’s style of play to former Indiana Pacer Reg-
gie Miller. 
“I knew he was going to have a quick trigger 
and can shoot anything,” Chatman said. “Once 
he got it, he did pump fake a lot and I wasn’t 
ready for that.”
Chatman led all Eastern players with 18 
points on 6-of-10 shooting from behind the 
3-point line. Spoonhour said he told the East-
ern seniors they would not want to look back 
on their career and wish they had shot the ball 
more. 
“Dylan took me at my word,” Spoonhour 
said. “He got 10 threes up. He didn’t even wan-
der inside.”
He said The Aces do a good job of not giv-
ing up many good shots inside the 3-point line.
Junior forward Chris Olivier was the Pan-
thers’ second leading scorer with 16 points on 
7-of-15 shooting after making only 1 shot in the 
first half.
The Panthers shot 40.3 percent for the game, 
with 11 of their 25 made shots coming from the 
arc. 
“That’s coaching,” Spoonhour said. “They 
don’t let you go and get anything easy.”
Evansville opened the second half with an 
11-2 scoring run capped off by a mid-range 
jumper from sophomore guard Duane Gibson. 
The Panthers trailed by as much as 25 points 
nearly six minutes into the second half.
Balentine said the Aces’ coaches told them 
to continue their play from the first half and to 
“put the pedal to the metal” coming out of half-
time. 
“We kind of got a history of letting teams 
come back after we’ve got up big,” he said.
Balentine knocked down a 3-point shot just 
before first half ended and give the Aces a 37-27 
lead heading into the locker room. Balentine av-
erages 19.4 points per game.
Evansville finished the first half shooting 46.4 
percent and making 4-of-11 from 3-point range. 
Senior guard Reggie Smith left the game ear-
ly with an injury to his shin after putting up a 
season-high 26 points in the Panthers’ previous 
game.
Spoonhour said the injury hurt Eastern’s 
depth causing players like Chatman to play 
nearly every minute of the game. 
Chatman said he thinks the Panthers have a 
bright future after making a postseason tourna-
ment for the first time in the school’s Division-1 
history.
“This year was just the start,” Chatman said. 
“Next year I expect more from the team.”
Eastern ended its season with an 18-14 record
Jehad Abbed can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or jaabbed@eiu.edu
Aces end Panthers’ post-season run
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Cornell Johnston, a freshmen guard, runs around a defender in the men’s basketball game 
Monday in Lantz Arena against Evansville. Johnston had a total of 7 points in the game.
By Chris Picazo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern women’s tennis team continue to 
have a successful season winning all three of their 
matches over spring break to improve to 3-0 for 
Ohio Valley Conference play and an overall re-
cord of 8-3 for the season.
Women’s tennis coach John Blackburn is hap-
py with how prepared the team was and how they 
began their conference matches for the season.
“I think we’ve done a good job of being ready 
for whatever comes to us,” Blackburn said. “OVC 
teams use some tactics that we don’t see as much 
in non-conference play, and we’ve done a pretty 
good job of dealing with that so far.”
The Panthers began OVC play against Tennes-
see State University on March 13 in Clarksville, 
Tenn. winning 5-0 by obtaining all points in sin-
gle matches.  
The Panthers were able to get 6-0, 6-0 wins in 
singles from junior Ali Foster, freshman Grace 
Summers, senior Sephora Boulbahaiem and ju-
nior Hannah Kimbrough.  Sophomore Maria 
Moshteva won her match by forfeit and sopho-
more Kamile Stadalninkaite was unable to finish 
her match.
The team continued their conference matches 
on Friday facing Austin Peay State University in 
Charleston winning 5-2.
The Panthers were able to get four points from 
singles matches with wins from Foster, Summers, 
Boulbahaiem and Stadalninkaite.
The team was also able to obtain the doubles 
point with wins from the No. 1 doubles Sum-
mers and Boulbahaiem and the No. 2 doubles 
pair of Foster and Kimbrough. The No. 3 dou-
bles pair of sophomore Kelly Iden and Stadaln-
inkaite were unable to finish their match.
The success continued on Saturday when 
the Panthers faced Murray State University in 
Charleston winning a close match of 4-3.
The Panthers were able obtain all four of their 
points through singles matches with wins from 
Iden, Foster, Summers and Kimbrough.  
The team was not able to obtain the doubles 
point but did get a win at the No. 3 spot from 
Iden and Stadalninkaite.
Blackburn was satisfied with the way the team 
competed over the weekend against Austin Peay 
and Murray State. 
“We gave a gritty, determined effort this week-
end,” Blackburn said. “There were some periods 
of very strong play, but I think the team’s over-
all mental approach and resiliency was the big-
gest key.” 
Even with the continued success the team has 
had thus far, the Panthers are always looking for 
ways to improve to be ready for their next match.
“We are always trying to learn from the last 
match and use it as road map for how to improve 
the next time out,” Blackburn said. “I think we’ve 
been making some progress in a lot of areas, but I 
don’t think we have peaked yet which is exciting 
for us but also a challenge to try and get there.”
With only seven matches left in the season 
until the OVC tournament, one match being a 
postponed event against Belmont with a date that 
has yet to be determined, the Panthers are ready 
and looking forward to the rest of the season.
With the three wins over spring break, the 
team will use those victories as motivation to 
guide them through their matches in OVC play.
“I think everyone is excited about the results 
from this past weekend,” Blackburn said. “We 
will definitely try to approach it as a confidence 
boost and motivation to try to perform at an 
even higher level.”
Chris Picazo can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cepicazo@eiu.edu. 
“We’re all hyped up now 
and ready to take on 
Murray State.” 
April  Markowski,  junior 
outfielder
